DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
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CFFICE OF
THEI CHAIRMAL Aupgust 20, 1970

Honorable John H. Shalfer
Administrator

Federal Aviation Adwinistration
Department. of Transportation
Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr, Shaffer:

On June 7, 1970, a Hughes Model 269A helicopter, NEGLEF,
was involved in an incident. The pilot-owner experienced a
loss of tail rotor conbrol while the airvcraft was hovering just
prior to teking off from a private heliport at Washington, HNew
dersey.

Your CGeneral Aviation District Office at Allentown-Bethlehem-
Baston Airport submitted the taill rotor blades to the Board for
‘ examination. The condition of one, P/N 269A612k, explained the
control loss experienced in this incident. Examination of this
failed blade, S/N 106-3018, disclocsed a separation of the fiber-
glas airfoil skin from the steel spar due to volds in the bonding
and unsatisfactory adhesion.

The Aircralft Division of the Hughes Tool Company issued z
Service Information Notice No. N-58 on Septembsr 12, 1968, de-
gigned to advise ownsrs of possible imperfections in the bonding
of the teil rotor blade fiberglas skin to the spar and recommended
ingpection of thesa teil rovor blades. The pilot-owner of thig
aircraft stated he was unavare of the manufacturer’s recommendad
ingspection, He did recall being assured that all existing
Adrvorthiness Divectives were complied with at the time of his
purchasing the used aircraft in March of this year.

In view of the existing potentisl for a seriocus accldent due
to tail rotor blaede Failure and resultant loss of control, the
Board recomuends thab:

An Az orthiness Divective be issued reguiring an inspection
iz P
procedure, as published in Hughes Serviee Information Notice

-58, :
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Personnel of your Bastern Region and Hughes Aircralt are aware
of the details of this incident and our stalf is available for
further ~ssistance if requested,

Sincerely yours,

“&MMMMWWW“‘*&
fdohn H. Reed ’
Chairman
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